Short Course on Abdominal Ultrasound in Infectious Diseases 

and Tropical Medicine

June 16 – 20 th 2003

Location: Division of Infectious and Tropical Diseases

IRCSS S.Matteo - Pavia University, Via Taramelli 5,  27100 Pavia, Italy
This course  is designed for clinicians who wish to acquire basic skills in ultrasound of the abdomen and a general overview of  Ultrasound in Tropical Medicine . Imaging specialists who want to acquire knowledge in the field of Infectious Diseases and Tropical Medicine  can benefit from this course as well  . It is also designed for MDs who plan to  work in tropical / resource poor areas or who are already experienced in field work but need to refine their skills in this diagnostic tool. 

Emerging and re-emerging  infectious diseases that used to be virtually unknown to physicians in industrialized countries are now increasingly  encountered because of  immigration from endemic countries. The course can be of help to those clinicians working in industrialized countries who frequently take care of those groups.

Program

	
	Monday 
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	 9 –13
	Hands-on 
	Hands-on
	Hands-on
	Hands-on
	Hands-on

	
	Intro
	
	
	
	

	15
	US basics, Liver anatomy , abdomen
	Hepatic schistomiasis 
	Fasciola ascaris
	The tropical spleen
	Hepatocarcinoma: diagnosis and therapy

	16.30
	The role of ultrasound in prevalence studies 

of parasitic disease.
	Cystic echinococcosis
	Liver in AIDS
	Splenic abscess
	Filariasis

	17.30
	Liver abscesses diagnosis and treatment
	Genitourinary

schistomiasis
	Tuberculosis
	Abdomen in AIDS 
	Teaching US in Tropical Countries


Faculty:

Enrico Brunetti, MD, Staff, Division of Infectious and Tropical Diseases,  Pavia

Carlo Filice, MD, Head, Ultrasound Unit, Division of Infectious and Tropical Diseases, Pavia

Calum Macpherson,PhD  St.George’s University School of Medicine, Grenada, West Indies

Joachim Richter, MD, Tropical Medicine Unit, Clinic of Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Infectious Diseases, Heinrich Heine University, Duesseldorf, Germany

Course Timetable:

Monday June 16th

9-13 Practical session – Division of Infectious and Tropical Diseases – Ultrasound Unit

	15-16
	Enrico Brunetti
	US basics, Liver anatomy , abdomen

	16-18
	Calum Macpherson
	The role of ultrasound in prevalence studies 

of parasitic disease.

	18-19
	Enrico Brunetti
	Liver abscesses diagnosis and treatment


Tuesday  June 17th

9 – 13 Practical session – Division of Infectious and Tropical Diseases – Ultrasound Unit

	15-16
	Joachim Richter
	Hepatic schistosomiasis

	16-18
	Enrico Brunetti
	Ultrasound in the diagnosis and treatment of Cystic echinococcosis

	18-19
	Joachim Richter
	Genitourinary schistosomiasis


Wednesday  June 18th 

Practical session – Division of Infectious and Tropical Diseases – Ultrasound Unit

	h15-16
	Joachim Richter
	Hepatic fascioliasis – Biliary ascariasis

	h16-18
	Enrico Brunetti
	Ultrasound in AIDS in the liver

	18-19
	Enrico Brunetti
	Abdominal TB


Thursday June 19th

9-13 Practical session – Division of Infectious and Tropical Diseases – Ultrasound Unit

	15-16
	Enrico Brunetti
	The Tropical Spleen

	16-17
	Carlo Filice
	Ultrasound in the diagnosis and treatment of splenic abscess

	17-19
	Enrico Brunetti
	Ultrasound in the diagnosis of extrahepatic AIDS


Friday  June 20th

Practical session – Division of Infectious and Tropical Diseases – Ultrasound Unit

	15-16
	Carlo Filice
	HCC diagnosis and therapy

	16-17
	Enrico Brunetti
	Ultrasound in the diagnosis of extrahepatic AIDS

	17-19
	Enrico Brunetti
	Teaching ultrasound in Tropical Countries

	19.15
	
	Final Test (Multiple choice quiz)


Background

Over the years the popularity of  ultrasound (US) instruments has risen as they have become smaller, less expensive, and easier to use. Also, the performance, reliability and flexibility of US scanners have increased, resulting in lower costs per unit of performance.

However, US is a highly operator-dependent tool as noted by the World Health Organization (WHO) scientific Group on Clinical Diagnostic Imaging : “… more important than the equipment is the availability of skills. An error in diagnosis because of inadequate education and experience is as dangerous as being without the equipment , and the success of any interventional procedure is very dependent on the skills and the experience of the responsible  physician”.

Given the importance of US ,it is surprising that  training in the use of  such an important tool is far from widespread even  among international  institutions with a long record in the teaching of  infectious and tropical diseases. To begin to fill this gap the Division of Infectious and Tropical Diseases, IRCCS S.Matteo, University of Pavia is  proposing  a short course in Ultrasound in infectious and tropical diseases .

The course is built on the experience that the Division of Infectious  and Tropical  Diseases, has collected over the years in this field, with special emphasis on the use of US in the diagnosis and treatment of bacterial and amebic abscesses, abdominal cystic echinococcosis  and hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) .

The Division has recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with WHO for initiatives concerning the minimally invasive treatments for cystic echinococcosis.

Carlo Filice (Coordinator : PAIR Network), Calum Macpherson (Coordinator:  Standardization of the ultrasound classification of hydatid cysts)  and Enrico Brunetti are members of the WHO Informal Working Group on Cystic Echinococcosis.

Over the years several contacts have been made with colleagues and institution from different areas of the world, particularly China, Kenya,Tanzania, the Netherlands ,Germany, Portugal, France, UK, United States. From these contacts the faculty of this course has been selected 

Since US is highly operator-dependent and works best as a complement to clinical work, the practical, hands-on part of the course will be especially emphasized, with  20 hours of practical  training under the direct supervision of  the trainers.

Trainers are staff  from the  Division of Infectious and Tropical Diseases. The Division  has a  15 years experience in teaching US in Infectious Diseases. Every year it hosts a  12- month Course on US in Internal Medicine and Infectious Diseases organized by the Italian Society of Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology . Courses and lectures on US and Infectious and Tropical Diseases, have been organized by the Division  in several Countries ( Kenya, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Tunisia , Jordan, Portugal, the Netherlands, Germany , United States , Argentina, China). 

Accommodation:

A few rooms have been secured at Collegio Del Maino –a facility of the Pavia University located in the center of town - for the lodging of  participants at a low fee (35 Euro – Bed and Breakfast).  Other low-price accommodations for those who need them are currently being negotiated with the University of Pavia. Participants from developing Countries will be given priority for this type of accommodation.

Fee: 

Open to:  12  participants 

Tuition fee :  500 Euro   (VAT included)

For any further information and application, please contact:

Enrico Brunetti, MD

Division of Infectious and Tropical Diseases

IRCSS S.Matteo - Pavia University

Via Taramelli 5

27100 Pavia, Italy

e-mail:  selim@unipv.it
tel: +39 0382 502 660  +39 0382 502 779

fax:   +39 0382 530362

